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INTRODUCTION
Property owners, businesses, government entities, non-profits, and others have
successfully used this Pennsylvania Wilds Design Guide for Community Character
Stewardship since its initial publication in 2007. A primary purpose of this second
edition is to highlight specific examples of projects that showcase use of Design
Guide principles over the last decade.
The projects selected for inclusion achieved visible and successful results that complement the
special character of the Pennsylvania Wilds. Several of the projects presented herein were
encouraged by design initiatives offered by the Pennsylvania Wilds Planning Team and other
organizations, while many other projects were independently initiated.

Much success has occurred in the decade since this Design Guide
was first prepared. The success stories included in this chapter are
meant to inspire others in their efforts to complete projects using
the guiding principles and recommendations presented in this
Design Guide.
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DESIGN INITIATIVES
Sign Programs
From 2009 to 2012, the Pennsylvania Wilds Planning Team (PWPT) began offering grants to improve local
signage, starting with community gateway signs and then growing to include grants for business signs. These
signage grants encouraged communities to install identification signs that improve their welcoming atmosphere
and set the tone for the community’s look and feel. Business sign grants were intended to assist businesses in
attracting patrons by improving exterior appearance and the overall appeal of the streetscape where it is located.
To be eligible for a grant, the sign’s design and placement was required to follow signage recommendations
provided in the Design Guide.

Design Assistance Initiative
In 2011, the PWPT awarded grants to eight pilot projects as part of the Pennsylvania
Wilds Design Assistance Initiative (DAI). The intent of the DAI was to demonstrate
successful application of the Design Guide and its impact on community design.
Detailed summaries of each project are available in The Pennsylvania Wilds Design
Assistance Initiative Summary of Pilot Projects, 2011-2012, available at
http://www.pawildscenter.org/community-character-stewardship/ Several of the pilot
projects are highlighted in this chapter.

Early Detection and Rapid Response Design Program
In 2016, the PWPT established an Early Detection and Rapid Response Design
Program for key projects in the region that would benefit from design assistance. The
program provides immediate response for communities that have a development
project that might not, as proposed, align with their community character vision and
objectives. This would provide an opportunity for targeted technical assistance and
resources that could result in a revised design plan that the community could use to
improve the final development project. For more information contact your county
planner. A project may benefit from conceptual design renderings that are critical
early in the design process to help visualize a project and bring it to fruition.
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DESIGN INITIATIVES
The Wilds Cooperative of Pennsylvania
A strong and creative artisan community thrives across the
Pennsylvania Wilds region, taking inspiration from the wildlife,
fresh air, forests, waterways, and other resources native to the
Pennsylvania Wilds. As part of a concerted effort to grow the
region’s nature and heritage tourism industry, the traveling
public is encouraged to explore The Wilds Cooperative of
Pennsylvania, which is a network of juried artisans, trading
posts, public art, and host sites across the 12½ county region.
The Wilds Cooperative of Pennsylvania is the landscape’s
main program for growing and connecting the unique small businesses that are central to place-based
tourism development. The program offers members several low-cost branding tools that help unify the
region as a destination. These include flags, sandwich board stencils, window clings, product
hangtags, table tents, and other point of sale interpretive signage. The program also encourages use
of its logo, and the Pennsylvania Wilds logo, on public murals. More information about The Wilds
Cooperative of Pennsylvania program can be found at www.pawildsartisans.com.

Left: A mock-up showing how a public mural
could be co-branded. This heritage mural, by
world famous artist Kong Ho, was on a building
in Mt. Jewett that was destroyed when the
building’s bricks gave way. It is used here
merely to illustrate co-branding as a concept,
and in remembrance of Ho’s stunning landmark
along Scenic Route 6.
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CASE STUDY
Dickinson Center (Ridgway, Elk County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Dickinson Center, a community health and wellness organization,
outgrew its existing site and opted to construct a new building in a different
location. When new buildings are constructed, especially large ones, it is
important that they positively contribute to the local and regional character.
The architect designed the new Dickinson Center to incorporate elements
in the Design Guide. The new site provides a large front lawn, outdoor
gathering areas, and parking areas with landscaping around the building.
It has a traditional Vernacular Architectural Style that might otherwise
have been designed as a simple big box. Inside, the Elkwood Arts program
gift shop offers a connection to area artists. By using this Design Guide, the
Dickinson Center’s architect was able to propose a building design that
reflects the Center’s respectful relationship with the greater Ridgway area.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Articulated façade with multiple textures on all building sides
Earth-toned color palette
Roof design that matches the building's architectural style (in
this case, a gabled roof with varied orientation fits the
Vernacular Style)

Exterior gathering areas
Windows on all sides for natural lighting
Covered, welcoming entries
Durable materials for signage
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CASE STUDY

Dickinson Center (Ridgway, Elk County)
“The influence of the Pennsylvania Wilds Design Guide
is evidenced in this building’s architectural lines with
offset walls, pitched roof design, among other notable
design facets. The Design Guide influenced both
texture and color schemes proposed by the architect.”
- Heidi Thomas, Dickinson Center

Constructed in 2011-2012, the Dickinson Center’s façade
design continues to all sides of the building (the top
photograph shows the building’s front and the bottom
photograph shows the building’s rear).
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CASE STUDY
McKean County Redevelopment & Housing Authorities Building
(Smethport, McKean County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Built on a lot made vacant by a fire more than a decade prior, this civic
building was designed and built from 2013-2015 to follow the principles
in this Pennsylvania Wilds Design Guide. Use of the Design Guide
helped to reinforce the importance of considering Smethport’s history in
the design of the new building. “Paper cut” brick was carefully selected
to match Smethport’s character.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Design building façades with details on all sides
Design visible and tangible examples of the
community’s desired architectural style and quality
Incorporate a covered entry
Display date markers on newly constructed buildings
Reduction of blight

Vacant Lot Before
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CASE STUDY
Punxsutawney Weather Discovery Center
(Punxsutawney, Jefferson County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Punxsutawney is known as the “weather
capital of the world.” Now listed on the
National Register of Historic Places, the
borough’s 1914 Federal Building and Post
Office has found new life as the Punxsutawney
Weather Discovery Center, where visitors can
learn the science and folk-lore of weather
prediction.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Reuse and rehabilitate significant historic buildings
Celebrate local history (weather)
Incorporate art into public spaces
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CASE STUDY
Buck’s Pizza (Clearfield, Clearfield County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Knowing that an opportunity existed to create an asset for
Clearfield County, this building’s owner chose to renovate
an underutilized building because of its location adjacent to
the Susquehanna River. Tenant Buck’s Pizza franchise
worked with the owner to bring the outside in with wood
flooring and furniture. The building’s stone veneer and
cement siding façade continues around the entire building,
and windows offer views of the river.

Before

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Repurpose of existing building by a franchise
Continue façade design and windows on all sides
of the building
Offer covered entry and outdoor restaurant seating
Use a gabled roof instead of a flat roof on boxy
structures
Use a simple but effective earth-toned color palette

After
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“The view of Raftsman’s Timber Dam is a new perspective of the
river even for people that have lived in Clearfield for years. Before
the renovation, the building’s wall facing the river was solid cinder
block, with no windows.”
- Josh Benton, Buck’s Pizza Owner
Copyright © The Pennsylvania Wilds Center for Entrepreneurship
Originally Published in 2007, Supplemented in 2013, Updated in 2017
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CASE STUDY
Moon & Raven Public House (Williamsport, Lycoming County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
When designing the Moon & Raven Public House in a former retail
shop at the corner of William and W. Fourth Streets in downtown
Williamsport, the restaurant owner and developer chose to reuse
many materials to create a unique space tied to Williamsport’s
history and sense of place. Booth table benches were salvaged from
a local church, the bar was created using 100-plus year wood pulled
from the Susquehanna River, and the bar foot-rail is an old steampipe. On warm days the windows open to bring the outside in.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Use storefront and façade details compatible with building’s traditional
design and architectural style and complementary to adjacent buildings
When replacing exterior lights and hardware fixtures (door handles,
knobs, knockers, mail slots, etc.), use fixtures that are complementary
to the architectural style and period of the building
Design exterior building façades with a richness of detail
Exterior building designs should convey a sense of timelessness and be
visually impressive
Incorporate reclaimed wood, glass, and stone into building design.
Maintain, restore, and reuse historic buildings
Display the American flag as a show of patriotism
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CASE STUDY
Waterville Tavern (Waterville, Lycoming County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
This historic structure was built in 1825 as the Harris Hotel, was later
called the Waterville Hotel, and was renamed the Waterville Tavern when
it was renovated in 2008 as a restaurant renovation to look as it did 100
years earlier. The restaurant and its welcoming porch offer users of the
nearby Pine Creek Rail Trail a place to relax.

Before

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Incorporate welcoming features such as chairs on porch
and outdoor gathering spaces
Show connections to nature (bear logo signage, hanging
plants on porch and balcony)
Preservation of trees for a natural backdrop
Maintain, restore, and reuse historic buildings
Design exterior building façades with a richness of detail

After
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CASE STUDY
Benezette Hotel Renovations (Benezette, Elk County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
With a goal of growing their business to meet tourism demands and
creating a more inviting appearance, Benezette Hotel owners
sought the assistance of an architect with funding from the Design
Assistance Initiative. The architectural design package was
prepared with recommendations given in this Design Guide,
focusing on improvements to the building’s exterior while providing
more restaurant seating on the second level.

Before

After

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Grow locally-owned businesses
Use a natural color palette
Use sustainably-harvested lumber
Improve business signage
Include covered entries
Use wood and stone façade materials
Incorporate wildlife theme
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“When we started this renovation, we hoped that the new rural design would draw
more customers. Once completed in 2013, our expectations were exceeded greatly,
leading us to another renovation that added a second kitchen, remodeled our existing
kitchen, gave a facelift to our rental rooms, remodeled our guest bathrooms, and put
in a new parking lot. All in all, I think that the use of the Pennsylvania Wilds Design
Guide is a key factor in the success of the Benezette Hotel.”

- Brian Kunes, Benezette Hotel Owner

Copyright © The Pennsylvania Wilds Center for Entrepreneurship
Originally Published in 2007, Supplemented in 2013, Updated in 2017
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CASE STUDY
Cobblestone Inn & Suites (St. Marys, Elk County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Cobblestone Inn & Suites opened early in 2016 on the corner of Depot
and 4th Streets in St. Marys. The three-story hotel offers 69 guest
rooms and a conference room within walking distance to downtown
shops and restaurants. A portion of the project’s cost was funded
through the Commonwealth’s Redevelopment Assistance Capital
Program (RACP). The hotel’s exterior is designed with architectural
materials and features that complement the rural character of the
Pennsylvania Wilds. The exterior design extends to the main lobby,
where a large stone fireplace is positioned inside the main entrance.
The hotel chain uses a similar design for all of their regional hotels,
which is a cost-effective approach enabling the exterior and interior
design details of franchise architecture to fit in with the character of the
local community and the larger, surrounding region.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Select prototypical architecture for franchise chain that fits into
the context of the Pennsylvania Wilds
Use an articulated façade design with a variety of textures
Avoid uninterrupted, flat and monotonous building façades
Use a three-dimensional rooftop

Emphasize pedestrian entries into buildings by using
defining architectural elements
Use natural materials (wood, brick, stone) and earth toned
and natural colors typical of the color palette found in natural
environment of the Pennsylvania Wilds, on building faces
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CASE STUDY
Subway Restaurant (New Bethlehem, Clarion County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The 2015-2016 construction of this Subway
restaurant embraces a rustic atmosphere, unlike
most traditional franchise architecture. The new
building includes solar panels on the roof (which
were manufactured in PA), natural stone and
wood building materials and outdoor seating to
attract cyclists and walkers using the adjacent
Redbank Valley Trail.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Use locally-sourced natural stone and an earth-toned color
palette with low reflectivity
Sensitively design structures and offer welcome amenities
along a trail corridor
Convey a sense of timelessness and quality in architecture.
Avoid uninterrupted, flat and monotonous facades
Emphasize pedestrian entries into buildings by using
architectural elements like overhanging eaves
Use three-dimensional rooftops unless flat roof is needed for
functional purposes
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CASE STUDY
CJ Spirits (Kane, McKean County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The owners of CJ Spirits used all local sources for materials,
design, and labor to construct the building that houses their
new distillery, plus a small restaurant and bar. A large glass
window between the retail and distilling sides allows
customers to see CJ’s 300-gallon Artisan Hybrid Still.
Sourcing things locally was important from the earliest
stages, and the owners continue to use local ingredients and
be good stewards of the local community. Logs from a local
forester were milled into siding at a local mill; grains from a
nearby farm are used when available, and spent mash is
saved for a local pig farmer to feed livestock; and labels,
coasters, and business cards are from local shops.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Where appropriate, use wood as a primary building material
Select a traditional architectural style for new building
construction
Select exterior building materials and colors appropriate and
compatible with the selected architectural style, as well as the
surrounding environment. Support locally owned businesses,
especially those that enhance community character
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CASE STUDY
Yorkholo Brewing Company (Mansfield, Tioga County)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Opened in 2011, this artisan brewpub supports local
growers and farmers by using their products throughout the
seasonal menu. The owners wanted to create a rustic and
simple look that adheres to the area’s rural aesthetic.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Reuse existing buildings in town centers
Ensure that upper-story windows and frames match their original
shape
Offer views into buildings with large street-level windows
Direct lighting downward onto business storefronts
Maintain a traditional recessed entry and decorative cornice
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CASE STUDY
Clinton County Veterans – We Remember You Mural
(Lock Haven, Clinton County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Painted in 2009 by local artist George Stefanski, this
28-foot mural at 100 East Main Street features an
eagle and ten men and women service members
from various eras. It includes the message: “Bravery
of a few protects us all. Clinton County Veterans ~
We Remember You.” Local companies provided the
funds for the installation and lighting of this 28-foot
mural.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Display patriotism to honor veterans and active
military service members. Direct lighting downward
onto signs and murals
Use public art to reflect the character and history of
the community

“It is an honor to be a part of this project and to be able
to have this mural on the building. Our children need to
know that we have all of our freedoms because of
people who dedicated their lives to our country.”
- Carol Terry, building owner
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CASE STUDY
Cameron County Canvas (Emporium, Cameron County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
A series of nearly 30 murals adorn walls of
Emporium businesses and highlight local citizens
that either represent some facet of the U.S.
military or who have demonstrated “great ideals of
community spirit.” The mural project was initiated
by the Sylvan Heritage Council, was led by two
artists from State College (Michael Pilato and Yuri
Karabash), and involved over 80 students and
another 80 or more community members who
helped paint parts of the murals.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Promote the display of patriotic and historic features in
a town center
Maintain communities as authentic places, each with
its own appeal to residents and visitors
Display public art as an effective means to create
identity and reflect the character and history of the
community
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CASE STUDY
Bases Loaded Public Art Project
(Williamsport, Lycoming County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The intersection of Market and Third Streets in downtown
Williamsport (Market Square) became the site of a unique
public art project in the summer of 2014. Constructed to
commemorate Little League Baseball’s 75th anniversary
year, a series of ten bronze statues on four corners make
up a baseball diamond, with the cross-walks serving as
the baselines. The installation honors the growth of Little
League Baseball, for which Williamsport is known. The
city annually plays host to the Little League World Series.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Display public art with a community theme (Little League
Baseball)
Create identity and reflect the character and history of the
community
Clearly mark pedestrian crosswalks (brick within white lines)
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CASE STUDY
Pennsylvania Lumber Museum Renovation and
Interpretive Signage (Galeton, Potter County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Reopening in 2015, the Lumber Museum’s 7,000
square-foot addition and updated visitor center
provides improved visitor access, community
meeting space, and exhibits telling the story of
lumbering and forest stewardship in the state.
Lumber, including locally sourced and sustainably
harvested wood cut at the Lumber Museum’s own
sawmill, is by far the main building component, both
in and out of the building, with authentic looking
concrete permastone to enhance the building
façade and chimney.

Entrance signage and
interpretive panels share
history of “A Logger’s Life” and
“Logging in the Nine Mile.”

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Display wood products constructed with high degree of
craftsmanship.
Use durable materials for signage.
Reinforce region’s history and historically significant
structures with visually-appealing interpretive signs.
Use wood products derived from sustainable forests.
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CASE STUDY
The Nature Inn at Bald Eagle State Park (Howard, Centre County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
This PA DCNR facility is one of several in the region
that serves as a model for how builders can
incorporate green technologies, local artisan
products, and Design Guide principles into their
projects. The building was designed as an
environmentally sustainable green building with Gold
LEED Certification and offers native, water-efficient
landscaping, a rainwater harvesting system, solar
collectors to heat water, and more. Its wooden
fireplace mantel and bald eagle stain glass window
were done by juried artists with the Wilds
Cooperative.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Incorporate art and nature into design
Consider use of stained glass accents on exterior and interior
of structures, where appropriate to the architectural style
Use stone and FSC-certified / sustainable wood building
materials
Be sensitive to the environment
Provide outdoor gathering spaces
Use wood and stone as primary building materials
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CASE STUDY
Elk Country Visitors Center (Benezette, Elk County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
A partnership project between PA DCNR and the
Keystone Elk Country Alliance, this Gold LEED
Certified building and grounds offers a unique
experience for visitors coming to the region to see
the largest wild elk herd in the Northeastern United
States in a natural setting. The Visitor Center
provides year round opportunities to see, hear,
and learn about elk. Constructed as a “green”
building, the facility was designed to reduce waste,
conserve energy and water and lower building
operating costs. Visitors can take a self-guided
tour of the facility to learn more about its
environmentally sustainable features and how they
might apply these techniques in their homes.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Be sensitive to the environment
Use wood and stone as primary building materials
Incorporate the Pennsylvania Wilds logo into signage
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CASE STUDY
Tiadaghton Forest Resource Management Center (Waterville, Lycoming County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
As a welcome center for visitors to nearby Pine Creek
Rail Trail and surrounding state forest lands, this 12,655square foot DCNR green building is another example of
how they are leading the way in environmental
stewardship. Visitors can learn how green roofs help
minimize storm runoff and reduce heating and cooling
costs, because the center has the first “living” roof in the
DCNR system. Built on a previously developed site, the
center’s construction did not disturb any new greenspace.
Other environmentally-friendly features include use of
sustainably harvested wood, geothermal heating, a
rainwater reuse system and landscaping that
incorporates native plants to retain stormwater.
Educational exhibits about the history of the Pine Creek
Valley and early conservation heroes are also on display.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Use sustainable engineering and design solutions to
reduce environmental impacts and enhance the visual
appearance of technical functions
Use locally produced products in construction (such as
hardwood, brick, and stone) as a primary building material
Use FSC-certified / sustainable wood building materials
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CASE STUDY
Kinzua Bridge State Park Visitor Center and Park Office
(Mt. Jewett, McKean County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Opened in 2016, this DCNR facility is another showcasing a
commitment to visitors and the environment. Themed exhibits
teach local geography; outdoor recreation, wildlife, and
natural beauty; viaduct engineering; and about the
resourcefulness of people in the late 1800s. The structure
includes efficient plumbing fixtures, geothermal heating and
cooling system, regionally sourced materials with a high level
of recycled content, sustainably certified wood, and diversion
of construction debris and waste to recycling centers instead
of landfills. It also houses the first PA Wilds Conservation
Shop selling items from local artisans and businesses, and PA
Wilds branded clothing and souvenirs.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Be environmentally responsible
Provide visitor amenities at trailheads
Support locally owned businesses, especially those that enhance
community character
Invoke a welcoming atmosphere for residents and visitors
Protect the character of the existing natural setting by preserving
important natural features, landforms, and historic sites
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CASE STUDY
Wildlife Center at Sinnemahoning State Park (Cameron & Potter Tioga Counties)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
This 9,300 square foot DCNR visitor center and
park office opened in 2011 with interpretive
exhibits, opportunities to view wildlife, and learn
about green building design. Green features
include energy-efficient lighting and downlighting for dark skies; geothermal heat; watersaving toilets and faucets; light-colored roofing;
sustainably-harvested wood; recycled content
products; rain gardens and bike racks.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Display the Pennsylvania Wilds logo or the words
“Pennsylvania Wilds” at visitor centers and tourist destinations
When appropriate to the structure’s architectural style, use
wood for building accents, such as patio covers, porches,
doors, decks, trims, millings, and railings
Use stone as a primary exterior building material or accent,
where architecturally appropriate
Provide outdoor lighting at the minimum quantities and
brightness levels necessary for safety, security and the
outdoor living
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CASE STUDY
Gobbler’s Knob Improvements (Punxsutawney, Jefferson County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Since 1886, the Punxsutawney Groundhog Club has
celebrated February 2nd, Groundhog’s Day. Thousands
of tourists descend on Gobbler’s Knob each year to
partake in the festivities which have grown to worldwide
acclaim. Maintaining the premises for the constant
stream of visitors is integral to promoting Groundhog’s
Day as a quality family-oriented event that puts
Punxsutawney and western Pennsylvania hospitality on
the map. In 2013, the premises needed physical
improvements so an landscape architect to prepare a
four phase Master Plan. Highlights include enhanced
entrance and entry sign, improvements to existing
structures, addition of an educational trail, timber-frame
pavilion and processional walkway, and a new focal area
with an information booth, bonfire pit, and children’s
area. All improvements reflect recommendations in the
Design Guide.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Maintain communities as authentic places.
Enhance public gathering areas.
Display public art and historic artifacts.
Use native and naturalized landscaping.
Improve welcome signs.
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CASE STUDY
Tionesta Market Village (Tionesta, Forest County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Opened in June 2013, the Tionesta Market Village makes use of
downtown space left vacant by a 2003 fire. Small buildings,
designed to look like former and remaining Tionesta storefronts,
are available for lease to retailers looking to set up temporary
shops in this highly visible location. The retail spaces surround a
central gathering space with a wide walkway, benches and
tables, play area, and space for outdoor entertainment, allowing
visitors to shop and interact in this quaint marketplace.
The Market Village won the 2015 Champion of the Wilds Great
Design Award for the architectural design of the façades of the
vendor units that replicated the architecture of Tionesta buildings.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Use wood materials for public furniture, such as benches, tables,
trash receptacle covers, etc.
Encourage contractors and builders to select wood products
derived from local and sustainable forests
Provide focal points to encourage outdoor living and to help create
the small town feeling characteristic to the region
Maintain communities as authentic places, each with its own
appeal to residents and visitors
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CASE STUDY
Pine Square Courtyard (Williamsport, Lycoming County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Pine Square is a new downtown courtyard space, where a nowdemolished building once stood. Two owners bought a set of
three buildings and found that the middle of those was beyond
saving. Instead of leaving an alley, the owners turned the
adjacent buildings’ entrances toward this privately-owned public
space and added a stone walkway, seating and tables, a small
stage, landscaping, art, and lighting. The buildings next to the
space contain commercial (retail and restaurant) on the ground
floor, with residential space on the upper levels. Two restaurants
have incorporated outdoor seating in the courtyard. This new
space is a welcome addition for visitors, residents, and nearby
workers to walk through or use as a gathering space.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Use public spaces and “left over” parcels wisely to increase outdoor
social interaction
Add park benches, gazebos, and pedestrian amenities where possible
If a building is targeted for demolition, identify the use of the vacant
parcel following demolition
All parcels should have an intended use and vacant lots should have a
maintenance plan
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CASE STUDY
Warren’s Downtown Renaissance District (Warren, Warren County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
A number of blighted properties and a river-side
asphalt parking lot in Warren’s National Register
Historic District were removed and replaced with
new multi-family housing, commercial structures, a
parking garage, and the new Breeze Point Landing
park. The new development’s location within a
historic district meant that design needed to be
sensitive to its surroundings without trying to create
a false sense of history. The new space offers a
community gathering space with a gazebo,
benches, and public art.

Left: All sides of this
newly constructed
Northwest Savings
Investments building
have architectural
articulation.
Below: Clock tower as
part of façade is a nod
to the past without
trying to duplicate a
historic clock tower.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Provide community gathering spaces
Incorporate public art in the design of public spaces
Incorporate features of community’s traditional
architectural styles without trying to create falsely
historic designs
Design front, rear, and side building façades with
windows and architectural details on all sides
Provide bicycle storage racks in strategic locations to
encourage bike riding

Breeze Point Landing’s gazebo, bike racks, and interpretive sign about Walkable
Warren help create a welcoming public gathering space.

.
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CASE STUDY
Coalport National Register Historic District (Coalport, Clearfield County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
In 1999, a portion of the Coalport Main Street was
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Because many of the structures were vacant and
underutilized, the Coalport Streetscape Committee
sought funding from the Design Assistance Initiative in
2012 to hire an architect specializing in historic
buildings to conduct a public workshop about the
advantages of using tax credits to offset costs of
historic building rehabilitation. The architect also
worked with five building owners to develop
improvement concepts for their buildings.
Of equal importance, the community hired an
economist to prepare a market study and develop an
action plan to draw more investment to Coalport. The
results indicated that the economic advantage brought
to the communities by the Pennsylvania Wilds Initiative
is not equal in all places, and that a tailored strategy is
needed based on each community’s assets,
challenges, and opportunities. A streetscape
improvement project with renovations to historic
buildings and the streetscape has made the business
district more welcoming to visitors. New LED
pedestrian lighting, sidewalks, curbing, grates, and
street trees were installed.

Before

After
Coalport’s Central Hotel and Glass Floral & Gift Shop (both originally built in
1890) are two buildings that underwent façade improvements in an effort to
make Coalport more welcoming. Recommendations by an architect guided
many of the façade changes.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Preserve significant historic buildings
whenever possible
Use the U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation
Restore and maintain traditional storefronts.
Educate business owners
Use unique assets in productive ways
Add dates to historic buildings
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CASE STUDY
Ridgway Main Street (Ridgway, Elk County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Ridgway’s Main Street façade program has done
much to keep the town’s storefront vacancy rate
very low. While the goal for each approved façade
project is to primarily remove blight and enhance the
attractiveness of the downtown Ridgway area, the
Ridgway Heritage Council Design Committee also
helps business owners with suggestions ranging
from removing inappropriate building treatments,
paint color selection, awnings, and signage.

The Ridgway Main Street Committee helps business owners improve
the attractiveness of their building façades and keep vacancy rates low.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Preserve rich details on building façades
Retain traditional recessed entries and large-glass
paned display windows
Place community welcome banners on lamp posts
Reuse and renovate existing structures
Use a historic color palette with warm, natural colors
and vibrant accents
Offer diagonal street parking when practical
Use wood carvings in public art projects

This restored train station on Route 219 currently serves as the
office for an artist and interior designer.
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CASE STUDY
Streetscape Lighting
(Coudersport, Potter County)

Coudersport Welcome Sign Design
(Coudersport, Potter County)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

New street lights were selected to direct light only down
at the sidewalks, supporting their Dark Skies Initiative
which is working to reduce light pollution. Dark skies
allow for better star gazing in the area, especially at
nearby Cherry Springs State Park which is famous for
great views of the Milky Way, planets, and hard-to-see
astronomical objects and phenomena. In addition,
American flags adorn these energy-saving light fixtures.

DESIGN GUIDE
PRINCIPLES USED

This Coudersport sign welcomes visitors to the
town and shows pride in the local high school
(Coudersport Falcons).
DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Install community welcome signs that are easy to read
Design signs with durable materials
Include community establishment date to connect to town’s history

Select street-light fixtures that
complement surroundings
Choose main street and
pedestrian area lighting that is
human-scale
Use opaque covers on lighting
fixtures to reduce brightness
and glare
Display the American flag in
appropriate locations
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CASE STUDY
Lawrenceville Welcome Sign Design
(Lawrenceville, Tioga County)

Mansfield Welcome Sign Design
(Mansfield, Tioga County)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Funded by the Pennsylvania Wilds Planning Team
Sign Program and installed in 2012, this sign
welcomes visitors to Lawrenceville in Tioga County.

Funded by the Pennsylvania Wilds Planning Team Sign
Program and installed in 2012, this sign welcomes visitors
to Mansfield in Tioga County.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED

Install community welcome signs that are easy to read
Design signs with durable materials
Include community establishment date to connect to
town’s history
Display the Pennsylvania Wilds logo

Install community welcome signs that are easy to read
Design signs with durable materials
Highlight local attractions
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CASE STUDY
Ridgway Township Sandy Beach Park
Sign Design (Ridgway, Elk County)

Irvona Borough Sign Design
(Irvona, Clearfield County)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Funded by the Pennsylvania Wilds Planning Team Sign
Program and installed in 2012, this wood and weatherresistant aluminum composite sign was designed and installed
by Ridgway township to welcome visitors to this local
attraction. Recreational park activities are depicted on this
community sign.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Install community welcome signs that are easy to read
Design signs with durable materials
Highlight local attraction(s)
Display the Pennsylvania Wilds logo

Funded by the Pennsylvania Wilds Planning Team Sign Program
and installed in 2012, two of these Irvona Borough signs were
designed and installed by a local sign company to welcome
visitors to Irvona Borough. A popular local attraction, trout fishing,
is depicted on the community sign.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Install community welcome signs with easy to read block letters
Design signs with durable materials
Highlight local attraction(s)
Identify the community establishment date to connect to town’s history
Display the Pennsylvania Wilds logo
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CASE STUDY
Spring Creek Township Welcome Sign
Design (Spring Creek, Elk County)

Renovo and South Renovo Sign Design
(Renovo and South Renovo, Clinton County)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Funded by the Pennsylvania Wilds Planning Team Sign
Program, this sign welcomes visitors to Spring Creek
Township.

Funded by the Pennsylvania Wilds Planning Team Sign
Program in 2010 (Renovo) and 2012 (South Renovo), these
signs welcome visitors to these Clinton County boroughs.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Install community welcome signs that are easy to read
Identify the community establishment date to connect to
town’s history
Display the Pennsylvania Wilds logo

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Install community welcome signs with easy to read block letters
Display the Pennsylvania Wilds logo
Highlight local attraction(s)
Identify the community establishment date to connect to town’s history

323

CASE STUDY
Welcome to Coalport Sign Design
(Coalport, Clearfield County)

Josie’s Restaurant Sign Design and Façade
Update (Coalport, Clearfield County)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Funded by the Pennsylvania Wilds Planning Team Sign
Program and installed in 2010, this wood and composite
sign was designed and installed by Coalport to welcome
visitors to the town, including those visiting nearby Prince
Gallitzin State Park. Coal and mining tools are used in the
design to reflect the community ‘s history.

DESIGN GUIDE
PRINCIPLES USED
Install welcoming signs that
are easy to read
Use durable materials for sign
design
Incorporate the community’s
history into sign design
Use the Pennsylvania Wilds
logo

Part of a complete front façade update, Josie’s Restaurant
owner put up this sign above the restaurant door in 2013
and then added a front seating area, fresh paint, and black
bear sculpture. Black bears adorn the inside of the
restaurant as well, tying in to the natural forested setting of
the area and showing off the owner’s love of this animal.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Install welcoming signs that are durable and easy to read
Display connections to nature (animal theme)
Invoke a welcoming atmosphere and inviting character for residents
and visitors
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CASE STUDY
Sharon’s Horse Heaven Sign Design
(Marienville, Forest County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Funded by the Pennsylvania Wilds Planning Team Sign
Program and installed in 2011, this painted wooden sign was
designed and installed by a local sign designer shortly after
Sharon opened her equestrian- based business. The new
business sign allows for visitors, who are typically towing
horse trailers, to easily find their way to their overnight
accommodations.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Install attractive business signs that are easy to read
Design signs with durable materials that can be easily
maintained
Identify business concept on signage
Use the Pennsylvania Wilds logo

“When folks are pulling a horse trailer, they are always nervous going
to a new location, because if they were to make a wrong turn, turning a
horse trailer around can be quite challenging. The sign gives
travelers a solid welcome in knowing that “they have arrived.”
- Sharon Perschke, Owner
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CASE STUDY
Flickerwood Wine Cellars Sign Design
(Kane, McKean County)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Funded by the Pennsylvania Wilds Planning Team Sign
Program and installed in 2011, this sign was designed
and installed by Flickerwood Wine Cellars to identify their
winery along Flickerwood Road.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Install durable, easy to read, attractive business signs
depicting business type (grapes)
When space allows, consider installing landscaping
around signage
Use the Pennsylvania Wilds logo
When lighting is used, be sure to direct beams only onto
the sign
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CASE STUDY
Smethport Entry Bridges (Smethport, McKean County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
As a pilot project of the Pennsylvania Wilds Design
Assistance Initiative, Smethport Borough received funds for
Civil Engineering services to provide a plan for Smethport’s
entryways. Travelers to Smethport Borough arrive via US
Route 6, crossing over either Potato Creek from the east or
Marvin Creek from the west. The Potato Creek Bridge had
been recently replaced, but neither the Potato Creek nor the
older Marvin Creek Bridge conveyed a sense of welcome.
The Borough worked with PennDOT on additional bridge
improvements that would reflect the town’s location within
the Pennsylvania Wilds region. Smethport Borough
concurrently planned for new lamppost lighting, welcome
signage, and landscaping at these locations.
The Borough retained a civil engineer to prepare an entry
plan detailing how these improvements can be implemented
in phases as funding allows. Learning from a lack of
coordination for the earlier Potato Creek Bridge
replacement, early coordination with PennDOT was initiated
at Marvin Creek to determine if the bridge design could
include elements that fit the “look and feel” of Smethport and
complement the gateway design. This coordination resulted
in the stamped concrete “stone” appearance on the Marvin
Creek bridge. Later, “Historic Smethport” welcome signs
were also added along Route 6.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Select street-light fixtures that complement surroundings
Display the Pennsylvania Wilds logo on welcome signs
Identify the community’s establishment date on welcome signs
Design bridge features to complement the region’s character

The Potato Creek Bridge (top) has little design enhancements. The Borough worked with
PennDOT to ensure that when the Marvin Creek Bridge was replaced, its character would
more closely match the community’s place in the Pennsylvania Wilds. New lamppost
lighting was added to both bridges to enhance these community gateways.
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CASE STUDY
Bridges Over Pine Creek (Lycoming County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Both the Upper Bridge at Slate Run (1890) and Pine Creek
Lenticular Truss Bridge (1889) were built by the Berlin Iron
Bridge Company. Deteriorating such that PennDOT required
action to repair the bridges, it was decided that both held
historical significance and were worth saving. Both still stand
at their original locations.
The Upper Bridge at Slate Run (also known as the Hilborn
Bridge and Pine Creek Lattice Truss Bridge) had a truss
arrangement with five overlapping diagonals that is unique for
a vehicular (rather than railroad) bridge. Basic improvements
and repairs were needed to keep the bridge safe and
functional (repainting, repairing, and replacing floor beams),
vertical clearance was increased to accommodate trucks, and
the guiderail was upgraded. Because of its rural location with
limited development pressure and light traffic, it was possible
to retain the bridge despite the fact that it does not meet
current engineering design specifications.
The Pine Creek Lenticular Truss Bridge near Jersey Shore is a
wrought and cast iron bridge considered to be a significant and
extremely rare historic resource. That, plus consideration of
replacement construction costs, meant that it was more costeffective and efficient to repair the existing structure rather
than replace it. The bridge was improved to meet legal load
limits, approaches to the bridge were modified to improve
safety, and damaged portions of the bridge were replaced or
augmented with high-strength steel.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Provided that engineering and safety requirements are met,
preserve and restore bridges that are considered historically,
culturally, and/or architecturally significant
Covered bridges and steel truss bridges are of particular historic
significance in the Pennsylvania Wilds
The nearly 288-foot long
Pine Creek Lenticular
Truss Bridge near
Jersey Shore is one of
only about 50 truss
bridges still standing in
the United States.

The 202-foot long Upper
Bridge at Slate Run Lattice
Truss Bridge uses a
Warren truss system of
support that appears to
make a “W” shape with
overlapping diagonals.
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CASE STUDY
Seventh Street Bridge
(Coudersport, Potter County)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Bridge Relocation and Reuse: The Seventh Street Bridge
is one of the last remaining through truss bridges in
Potter County. Built in 1883 by the King Iron Bridge
Company of Cleveland Ohio, the Pratt bridge was
reinforced in 1983 with a bowstring arch creating a
visually interesting truss. This one lane, 71.9 ft., National
Register eligible bridge carried Seventh Street over the
Allegheny River in Coudersport. The borough decided to
replace the bridge because it was functionally obsolete.
Through a joint effort involving the borough, PennDOT,
and the Federal Highway Administration, the bridge was
rehabilitated and relocated downstream to carry
pedestrian traffic on Fourth Street over the Allegheny
River.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
In cases where a historically, culturally, and/or architecturally
significant bridge cannot be preserved in place, look for
opportunities to reuse the structure in a different location, either
as a bridge or repurposed for another use
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CASE STUDY
Hickory Street Bridge (Warren, Warren County) DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The original (1918) Hickory Street Bridge over the
Allegheny River was an earthen filled arch bridge that
became deteriorated and unsafe for vehicular travel. In
2003, the bridge was closed to vehicular traffic, though
the side- walks remained open for pedestrians.
Subsequently, the bridge was removed and a new
shared-use bridge was built and opened in 2006. Located
along the sides of the bridge are several pedestrian
viewing platforms with benches and period street lighting
reminiscent of antique gas lights. Because the original
arches were a significant architectural feature in the
community, the replacement structure includes concrete
arch panels on the bridge façade.

When new bridge construction is required, design the bridge to
emulate the region’s historic bridge designs (or original bridge
design for bridge replacement projects) with respect to
appearance, workmanship, and use of materials
Consider all sides of the bridge structure
If the bridge crosses over a navigable waterway, consider views
approaching the bridge and traveling under the bridge from the
waterway
Where lighting is desirable, select a lamppost fixture design that
complements the area
Provide street-side amenities (viewing platforms and benches)
where they would likely be used and appreciated
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CASE STUDY
Public Park Creation and Improvements
(Clearfield, Clearfield County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
In 2015, the Lower Witmer public park in downtown Clearfield
got a facelift. Volunteers repainted the gazebo, benches, a
picnic pavilion, light posts, flag pole, fire hydrant, picnic tables,
and fencing, and spread mulch around plants near the gazebo.
In addition, the Clearfield Borough Street Crew replaced
shingles, cut back the roof line, and secured the gazebo
structure.
Just across the West Branch Susquehanna River from
downtown Clearfield and the Lower Witmer Park, a former
scrap yard and recycling site was turned into an attractive
community gathering space encompassing a one-mile
Riverwalk loop connecting the Nichols and Market Street
Bridges and the new Raftsman Dam Memorial public park. The
design includes both natural and faux stone, all sourced in
Pennsylvania.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Pursue opportunities to create non-motorized paths along rivers
and large water bodies
Design riverfront access locations with elements that allow
leisurely viewing of the waterway and pedestrian comfort
(benches, informational signage, public art, etc.)
Reuse vacant and underutilized spaces for public purposes
Use locally sourced and sustainable wood to build public furniture
and pavilions
Use stone and wood for park features, walkways, etc.
Provide ample outdoor seating

Lower Witmer
Park gazebo after
2015 upgrades
The Clearfield Riverwalk
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CASE STUDY
Susquehanna River Walk (Williamsport,
South Williamsport, and Loyalsock Township,
Lycoming County)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Completed in 2009-2010, the approximately four
mile long Susquehanna River Walk lies along the
shores of the West Branch Susquehanna River.
With two bridge crossings at Market Street and
Maynard Street, it connects Williamsport, South
Williamsport, and Loyalsock Township communities.
There is a looped section between the two bridges
known as the Timber Trail, with interpretive signage
about the lumber heritage and wildlife of the region.
Along the trail, users can also find lumber-themed
public art, such as “The Wood Hick,” a life-sized
sculpture of a lumber camp worker.

DESIGN GUIDE PRINCIPLES USED
Design riverfront access locations with elements that
allow leisurely viewing of the waterway and pedestrian
comfort (benches, informational signage, trash
receptacles, public art, etc.)
Pursue opportunities to create non-motorized paths
along rivers and large water bodies
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